* The Heights Baptist Church * Sermon Series: Doctrine *
* Topic: Salvation * Various Verses * 5/24/26 *

MAIN POINT

Paul told Timothy, “Do the work of an evangelist” (2 Timothy 4:5). God has commissioned us to share the
gospel. We need to teach people there is only one way to heaven: salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus.

INTRODUCTION

Note to study leader: You may want to list these items on the side of the white board as people list them; saving
room in the center of the whiteboard for you to draw the circle illustration.

What essential concepts do you need to pass on to this person in order for them to make a decision about
becoming a Christian?

God loves us.

We have all sinned.

Sin results in death both physical and spiritual (eternal separation from God).

We cannot earn our way back to God through good works.

Jesus paid the death penalty for our sins on the cross, making a way for us to come back to God.

Jesus rose again from the dead, proving he has power over death.

Just believing these things isn’t enough. We need to accept God’s offer of the free gift of salvation by:
o repenting of our sins and

o receiving Jesus into our lives.

In today’s lesson, we will be reviewing “The Three Circles” illustration to supplement the sermon titled, “What
is Salvation”.

UNDERSTANDING

Assume a friend comes up to you and says, “I know you are a Christian. I’d like to become a Christian too.” The
following “Three Circles Evangelism Method” is one way you can share the gospel with them. This tool
provides a method of turning everyday conversations about brokenness into everyday conversations about Christ.
The goal of “3 Circles” is to equip Christians to be able to share our faith with non-Christians.

OVERVIEW OF THE THREE CIRCLES EVANGELISM METHOD
This tool helps Christians to share the gospel using three simple circles.

The three individual circles represent:
1. God's Design

2. Our Brokenness

3. The Good News (Gospel)

The three circles illustrate how accepting Jesus will grow faith and lead to God’s perfect design.
o “Three Circles” is an illustration to help people understand the gospel.
e All you need to have is something to write with, and something to write on.
e The method provides quick answers to common questions of faith:
o What was GOD’s DESIGN?
o How did we depart from God’s Design (SIN)?
o How can we escape BROKENNESS and have our relationship to God be restored?
e Include Bible verses in your presentation, since “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ” (Romans 10:17).



THE EIGHT STEPS TO SHARING THE GOSPEL USING THE THREE CIRCLES METHOD
1. Our brokenness

Draw a circle and label it “Brokenness”. Draw several squiggly arrows out from it and looping back to
“Brokenness”. We are trying to show no matter what we do it just boomerangs back to brokenness.
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Conversation Example: “We live in a world of brokenness, full of hurting people hurting each other. We try
escaping brokenness by focusing on things like career, gaining money, leisure time, or even things like alcohol.
But all these cannot cure our brokenness. They cannot solve the root problem with our brokenness.”

2. God’s design

On the left, draw a second circle, and label it “God’s Design”.

God’'s Design
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Conversation Example: “Brokenness was not God’s original design! 1 John 4:16 tells us that “God is love.” God
loves us, and his design was perfect, like Himself, with no brokenness present.” (Draw heart to symbolize God’s
love).

3. The problem is sin

Draw an arrow going away from God’s Design to Brokenness and label it, “Sin”, including a person moving
away from God’s Design.

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
ROomans 6:23  por the wages of sin is death,

Isaiah 59:2 but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
God's Desian Hebrews 9:27  But your iniquities have made a separation between
3 = Yyou and your God,And your sins have hidden
/\ His face from you so that He does not hear
| sin ; And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once
and after this comes judgment

Conversation Example: “Each of us has rebelled against God and walked away from His perfect design. The
Bible calls this sin, which leaves us in brokenness. Romans 3:23 tells us “All have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” And we read in Romans 6:23 that “The wages (or consequences) of sin is death.” And this isn’t
just physical death, it is separation from God. Isaiah 59:2 says, “Your sins have separated you from your God.”



4. The solution is Jesus

Draw a third circle below and between the first two (forming an upside-down triangle of circles), and label it

Jesus”. Romans 3:23

Romans 6:23

- Isaiah 59:2
God's Design Hebrews 9:27 2

" sin >

But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
Romans 5:8 in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Conversation Example: “God saw we could not escape our brokenness on our own, so God demonstrated his
love towards us by sending Jesus to us.” Now draw a down-arrow pointing to Jesus’ name inside the circle. “God
sent Jesus down to earth. Jesus was perfect and lived a perfect life, because He was God.” Next draw a cross next
to the down-arrow. “He willingly died on a cross to pay the penalty sin upon Himself.” Next draw an up-arrow
next to the cross. “Then Jesus rose again proving that He has power over death. He’s alive!” Romans 5:8 tells us,
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

5. Our part is to turn (repent), believe, and receive (follow).

Draw an arrow from Brokenness to Jesus, draw a king’s crown and write Turn, Believe, and Receive (or follow).

Romans 3:23
Romans 6:23

God's Design Isaiah 59:2
2
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and Receive Acts 3:19
John 1:12

Romans 5:8

Conversation Example: “Acts 3:19 tells us, “Repent (turn away from sin) and turn to God, so that your sins may
be wiped out” The Bible also tells us we need to believe that Jesus died for our sins and that God raised Him
from the dead. And more than just believing, we need to receive (follow) Jesus as Lord of our life. In John 1:12,
we read that “Yet to all who received him (Jesus), to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God!” And this is a promise from God; if we repent of our sins, and believe and receive
Jesus, we become children of God!



6. The result

. . Romans 3:23 All have sinned
Draw a line from Jesus to God’s Design Romans 6:23 Sin results in death

and label it “Restored!” Isaiah 59:2 Sin separates us from God
Hebrews 9:27 After death, we face judgement
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Revelation 3:20
Romans 5:8

Conversation Example: “If we turn from our sin, and believe and receive Jesus, we can leave our brokenness and
be restored into a relationship with God.”, “In Revelation 3:20 Jesus says, ‘I stand at the door (of your life) and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, [ will come in and eat with them, and they with me.” This
is a promise from Jesus.” John 5:24 tells us three things happen to us when we put our faith in Jesus. We have
eternal life (removing the spiritual death we mentioned earlier), we will not be judged (removing the judgment
we talked about earlier), and we have crossed from death to life (removing that separation from God we talked
about earlier).

7. Encourage them make a decision today

After the Diagram is drawn, ask them where they are on this illustration. Then ask them where they want to be.
If they want to have their relationship with God restored, pray through the illustration with them.

Conversation Example: Ask them, “Where do you see yourself on this illustration? (Do they see themselves in
God’s perfect design, in brokenness?)” Follow this up with, “Where would you like to be? There answer to this
will help you understand where they see themselves in relation to God and help you give them an opportunity to
respond to follow Jesus. If they see their need for Jesus, ask them, “Would you like to pray to open the door of
your life to Jesus right now?” If so, pray through the illustration with them. This can be followed by your
testimony.

The prayer can be something like this. “God, thank you that you love me. I admit that [ am a sinner in need of a
Savior. Thank you that Jesus died in my place on the cross, and that he rose again from the dead. Irepent of my
sins and am asking Jesus to come into my life as my Savior and Lord. I am opening the door of my life to you,
and I thank you that when I do this, you promise to forgive my sins and come into my life. Thank you that I now
have eternal life with you.”

Assurance of salvation (1 John 5:11-13).

e If we have the Son (Jesus), we have life.
e Ifwe don’t have the Son, we don’t have life.
e Based God’s promise, we can know that if we have received Jesus into our lives, we have eternal life!



8. Go and tell others

Draw an arrow from God’s Design to Brokenness and label it “Go”.

Romans 3:23

. Romans 6:23
God's Design Isaiah 59:2

Acts 3:19
John 1:12

and Receive
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Revelation 3:20
Romans 5:8

Conversation Example: “God also tells us to go to others in their “Brokenness” and tell them about the good
news of Jesus Christ.” In Mark 16:15, Jesus told his disciples to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel”,
which means the good news about Jesus.

APPLICATION

Note to study leader: If time permits, you can use the application time to allow the attendees to pair up and
practice sharing the Three Circles with each other.

Have you ever prayed to receive Jesus into your life? If not, or if you aren’t sure, now would be a great
time to open the door of your heart to Jesus. Ask the person who is leading this study, and they will be
happy to pray with you.

Are you familiar enough with the gospel message to be able to comfortably share it with someone? If not,
what can you do to improve on this skill?

Consider memorizing the most important Bible verses that will help you share the gospel clearly.
Practice sharing the gospel by drawing out the “Three Circle Illustration”. Practice by yourself until you have it
down well enough, then practice it with a Christian friend or family member.

PRAYER

Pray that we would apply the reality of the Gospel message in our everyday lives. Pray that we would realize our
standing with God is based on grace alone. Pray that as we continue to grow in Christ, we will look less and less
like the old self, and more and more like Jesus. Pray that God would provide an open door for us to share the
gospel message with our friends, co-workers, neighbors, and even people we “bump into” during everyday
living. Pray that our church would continually remain rooted in the Gospel, and that our identity in Christ would
drive us to live for Him.

Note to study leader: Since this lesson is comprised of many individual passages from scripture rather than one
larger chunk of scripture, the usual Commentary section is not included in this lesson.





